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The fact that | have used the term “Thailand’s Destiny”
as a part of the theme of my Special Lecture for two consecutive
years, this year and last year, indicates that | am truly concerned
about our country’s well-being. How to move forward; how to set
development policy; how to use our resources; and, most critically,
how to survive and move on to prosperity.

We are well into the 4% Industrial Revolution and are fully
aware of the essence of the Resource Revolution within which
Circular Economy is a tool at hand. Yet, there are still many of us
who are not concerned of the plight our country is in,
and that Thailand may be left behind, while others move on to win
the 4™ Industrial and Resource Revolutions. Therefore, we must
constantly review the tools in the Revolution Arsenal
and remind ourselves repeatedly that we must use them to
overcome the plight.

One of the most critical resources which may make us win or
loose the revolutionary wars is “WATER" ..that life-sustaining natural
resource. But water sources are going through a real threat from
climate change impacts - especially those in Asia. Yet, life cannot
go on without water: NO WATER, NO GROWTH. But do we have
solutions for this threat? “WATER-NOMICS" is a solution.

"WATER-NOMICS” is a concept that combines economic
development in tandem with water; to produce with less water and
less pollution. Water-Energy-Food-Economy-Climate NEXUS is at
the core of water-nomics. To apply the water-nomics principles, it is
imperative that we first understand the landscape of our economy:
the water risks, hotspots, and growth opportunities. We can learn
from China and India how they use water-nomics to guide their
development policies.

| hope that this sharing of information and lessons from China
and India in this lecture will pull us out of complacency
especially about water; and that we could somehow have
the ears of the government to start thinking comprehensively
about WATER and our river basins.

There are already signs indicating water problems in our
country.. FLOODS and DROUGHTS, creating conflicts among
different water users. Which development sectors will have how
much water? Then, there are issues about how to develop
different river basins? What economic mix? And. most
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